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~“DUST HIM OFF”

POPULAR

. 'BENCH CRY LAST SEASON

Véan Gregg of Boston Red Sox Coined New

Expression That

Was Much Used

- “During the 1915 Campaign.

BY BILLY EVANS.

“fust him off..dust him off,” is what
most good batters heard from the op-
posing bench as
they stepped to the
plate last season. To
the uninitiated the
“dust him off” ex-
pression does not
mean very much.
To the batsman and
the pitcher it car-
ries a hidden mean-
ing of great im-
portance.

e ball nroduces some

Each year in bas
new saying peculiar to the ball field.
“Diust. him off” easily was the most
popular battle cry of the 1915 cam-
paign. Just who really originated the
“dust him off” war ery will probably
never be definitely ascertained, but it
i= my belief that the honor, if such it
may he calied, belongs to Vean t'regg

of the Buston Red Sox.

In former years when a player
shouted “bean him” to the pitcher ‘the
crowd knew just what he means. _He
desired the pitcher to shoot a fast high
ball as close to the batter's ‘head as
possible without actually hitting him.
¥rom the “bean him” war cry came the
expression *“bean ball” Players aqd
fans know the bean ball as the pitcher’s
weapon of intimidation. 1 doubt if
there i= a pitcher who ever used the
bean ball with the actual intent of hit-
ting the batsman. He resorted to the
practice simply to intimidate the bat-
ter. to make him fear his fast bafl
which naturally drives him back from
the plate, and accordinly renders the
curve ball on the outside all the more
effective. SR

“ust him off" is a more dignified
wayv of requesting the pitcher to throw
the bean ball. Just what caused Gregg
to orginate the expression is perhaps
as much a mystery as the expression
itself. Usually when the bean ball is
thrown at the batter he is forced to
drop to the ground to escape being
hit. On arising it is always customary
for the batsman to dust himself off.
That may possibly be one definition of
the origin. Another is that in throw-
ing a bean ball that nomes_ulose to
hitting the batsman the ball in reality
dusis him off, because of its nearness.

Resorted to Bean Ball.

The favorite spot for the “dust him
off” cry from the bench was when the
pitcher held the whip hand. Once
he had the batter in the hole, he was
often advised to dust the batter  off.
With the count two strikes and no

balls, or two strikes and one ball, the
pitcher is in a position where he can
aff to waste a ball. In a good
many cases last year, with such con-
ditions existing, the pitcher would use
the next ball for the purpose of dust-
ing the batter off. Having the batter
in the hole, there was no intentlon of
letting him get to first by purposely
hitting him;

as possible to hitting the batter with-
out actually doing so. Such a happen-
ing nine times out of ten creates a
fear, and destroys to a certain extent
the confidence of the bastman. If the
batter has been hugging the plate
closely, which In base ball is known
as “getting a toe hold” for the fast
ball, it has a tendency to drive him
away from the plate. If the “dust
him off" ball accomplishes that end,
the pitcher invariably comes back with
a low curve on the outside, which is
good encugh to be called a strike if
not offered at, and at the same time is
mighty hard to hit safely from the po-
sition assumed by the batsman, after
he has just missed being hit by the
siightest fraction of an inch.

Severe Test for Batsman.

The true sportsman will say that
such methods do not have the proper
ring to them. There s no denying that
fact, yet after all the *“dust him off”
ball is simply the severest test possible
for the nerves. It is one of the tricks
of the game. Every sport has certain
features, which, while they do not re-
flect the true spirit of sportsmanship,
still go a long way toward gelting re-
sylts, and in base ball, like every other
sport, it i= results that count. The crowd
likes to trail along with a winner, it
=eeks to escape in every way possible
the lo=er. JMost batters will tell you
that it is not a difficult feat to es-
vape being hit. no matter how speedy
or wild a pitcher may be. When you
consider the number of balls that are
ithrown every year and the few bats-
men who are actually hit, it simply
proves that the percentagze in keeping
out of the way is greatly in favor of
the batter. As | have sald before, there
i= never the real intent to hit, it is
simply the desire to destroy to a cer-
tain extent the confldence of the bat-
ter, thereby rendering the pitcher more
effective. The fact that the “dust him
off” expression was so popular last
vear caused many a pitcher to be ecrit-
icised when there was no intent on his
part to turn the trick. Most any wild
pitch that came close to hitting the
bat=man last season Iimmediately
caused the hitter to accuse sald pitcher
of trying to put him out of business.
It Is often the casze that a pitcher lacks
control: such lack of control during
the 1515 campaign was always regard-
ed with evil intent. .

Walter Johnson an Exception.

Most pitchers resort to the “dust him
off"" ball at some stage of the game. In
nearly every contest thers comes a time
when a good hitter comes up in a pinch.
a situation where a base hit means the
ball game. In such cases most pitchers
will dust the batter off with one ball,
solely to render him less dangerous at
the plate. There Is one pitcher who
never resorts to such a p ce. He fs a
:uehgr who If he did make a habit of

usting off & batter every now and then
would be practically unhittable. Even
without the “dust him off” ball he is
some pitcher. The player I refer to Is
Mr. Walter Johnson of Washington, D.
C., In the summer and Cnﬂem?. Kan.,
in the winter. Mr. Johnson is a some-
what different pitcher in more respects
than one.

When Walter Johnson came to the
American League his was perha
even more terrific than it is today when
he cuts one loose. Johnson came to the
Arrerican League with practically no ex-
perience. He had never been shown any
of the finer points of pitching, for success
he had to depend upon natural abllity,
and his cannon ball speed ¥as his best
and only asset. While not wild, he did

ol pofsess anywhere near the control
that his eight years as a big leaguer has
developed. Batters moon realized what
terrific spead he used, also knew he was
wild at times, with the result that none
of them hugged the plate very closely.
Hix «trikie-gut record was the talk of
neuarly every game he worked. With
ticre work than he had been accustomed
1o In the bushes, he gained better con-
trol. Ballegs were quiek to realize the
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on the other hand the
pitcher simply wanted to come as closal

dis

change, and fellows who formerly stood
well to the rear of the box began to
closely hug the plate. It was this fact
that caused some one to suggest to John-
son that he develep an Intentional streak
of wildness now and then, or, in other
words. resort to the “bean ball,”" as it
was then kumown. Johnson's reply was
typical of the man.

“When I have to resort to such meth-
ods to win [ am going to quit pitching
and try the outfield,” replied Walter. No
pitcher In the American League has
mere speed than Johnson, Still he is one
of the few, !f not the only pitcher, who
can miss a batter by a scant rrargin anl
not have that batter =ay things. Ball
players have so muck confidence in
Johnsen as a man that he is never ac-
cused of dusting them off. It is a matter
of record that in every game that John-
son has injured a batter by hitting him
wiith a pitehed ball his work has been
seriously affected

Cobb Is the Artful Dodger.

When Beston and Detroit met last
vear, “dust him off" was a rather com-
mon expression. Such meetings were
real battles, In a game at Boston in
the final series, which meant so much
to both teams, and in which Detroit
was practically put dut of the running
becanse it lost three out of four, a
peculiar situation Aarose. It was in
the first game, which Detroit won, 6 to
1. Late in the game Pitcher Mays
caused Cobb to drop to the ground to
escape being hit. (obb was positive
that Mays was frying to "dust him
off,”” that it was not lack of control.
Az the second wild pitch whizzed by,
Cobb’s bat whizzed through the air in
the direction of the pitcher's box.

way,
broad grin walked to the plate and de-
Hvered the bat:'to Cobb., at the same
time making some remarks to Tyrus
1t was evident that Ty was mad. It
wag also apparent that Mays was not.
Cobb was silent, Mays was talkative.
How nice of Mays to recover the bhat
and return it to Cobb and not be sore
because C‘obb had thrown his bat. Most
of the crowd wondered what Mays said
to Cobb, 2 good many figured it was
gome word of reproof. Here is what
Mays did say to Tyrus as he handed
him the bat:

“Get ready to duck again. Ty.,” and
that is just what Ty tried to do, but
the ball struck him on the arm and
he walked to first, although not thor-
oughly pleased.with the situation.

wopyright, 1916. by W. G. Evans.)

Interesting Golf Notes
From the Local Clubs

It would not be at all surprising if
next month's meeting of the Middle
Atlantic Golf Association, which will
be held at the New Willard Hotel
March 2, did not see some additions to
the roster of clubs now members as it
is expected that the application of the
new Oakwood Country Club of Lynch-
burg, Va., will be received, and Secre-
tary F. J. D. Mackie also has been in
communication with the Roanoke (Va.)
Country Club of that place and it in-
dicated some time ago that it would
likely become a member as soon as its
eighteen-hole course was completed. It
Is understood that this regulation-size

course now is completed and that the
organization is just about ready to
come “into the foud.”

The Lynchburg club is one of the
strongest in the state. It has close to
500 members and indications are that
its course will be one of the best in
this section of the country in a few
years. Isaac S. Mackie, who for fifteen
years has been connected with the fa-
mious Fox Hills Golf Club near New
York city, designed and laid out the
course and he has resigned from thé
Metropolitan Club in order to be ahle
to superintend it. Officials of the
association are highly elated at the
prospects ‘of enlarging the membership
of the sectional governing body, and,
with this idea in view, Secretary Mackie
plans to get in communication with
practically all of the clubs in the Dis-
trict, Virginia, Maryland and Dela-
ware in the hope of interesting them
.i]nl the association and getting them to
oin.

The Middle Atlantic Association is
comprised of golf clubs of the states
named above, and any club in these
states is eligible for membership, vet
there are at the present time only
eleven cluba which have joined. It is a
well known fact that there are proba-
bly as many more clubs in these states
which are not members, many of which
would very likely be glad to join if
they were invited and made to feel that
they were really wanted. As a matter
of fact, some time ago several of the
Philadelphla clubs informally broached
the subject of their switching from the
FPennsylvania Golf Association to that
of the middle Atlantic states, and while
nothing definite has been done as yet
there is a possibility that the matter
may be taken up at some future time.
With twenty or twenty-five clubs be-
longing to it as members, the Middle
Atlantic Association would be one of
the most flourishing in the country, and
the officials realize this and expect to
“get busy” in this direction at the
coming meeting.

Clarence R. King of Columbla has
also been admitted to membership at
the Bdnnockburn Golf Club and expects
to divide his time hetween the two
courses the coming season.

The bowling committee of the Chevy
Chase Club is planning a series of
team matches to be held within the
next couple of months =and, with
others, will meet representatives from
the Washington Golf and Country Club,
the Dumbarton Club and Co. K., Mary-
land National Guard, with headquarters
at Silver Spring. Practically all of the
members of the bowling teams also are
on the club’s golfing team. This also
applies to the Washington Golf and
Country Club's team, headed by Loren
B. T. Johnson.

It is surprising how many golflers of
real abillty and several years of ex-
perience are not familiar with the rules
of the game and are constantly un-
intentionally doing things which are
not “according to Hoyle.” One of the
most important items which are fre-
quently broken in tournament play is
that regarding the walving of rules.
Under “Etiquette of Golf,” which is
just as binding as the rules themselves,
three paragraphs cover this subject.
Rule 1 says that on the putting
green, if the competitor whose ball is
the nearer to the hole plays first, his
ball shall at once be replaced and the
penzalty for a breach of this rule shall
be the disqualification of both com-
petitors. Rule 2 is to the effect that
a competitor shall not waive any pen-
alty ipeurred by his opponent under
penalty of disqualification; while the
third rule on the subject states that
competitors shall not agree to exclude
the operation of any rule or local rule,
under penalty of disqualification. The
“rules of golf committee” also recom-
mend that players shall net concede
putts to their opponents. All of these
are frequently broken during tourna-
ment play simply because the players
do not know that they are doing any-
thing wrong. Many players when they
go in a tournament forget that there
are others also entered and that any

\walving of rules which they may be

perfectly willing to allow is manifestly
unfair to these other entrants. Of
courss, In private or f{mpromptu
matches, if players want to make ex-
ceptions and not adhere strictly to the
rules, no one can ralse any objection,
but 1t must be remembered that in
tournament play each playver is repre-
senting every other entrant In jthe
event and for this reason should see
that the rules are followed to the letter.

The Washington Suburban Club now
in communication with three New

Pitcher Mars managed to get out of the|
He recovered the bat and with a |

| up this matter,

COLUMBIA ATHLETIC CLUB'S MAINSTAY RUNN
= INDOOR TRACK ME

Faprrir,
RELAY -

—

England states professionals with a
view to filling the vacancy at the club
created by the resignation of Donald
Ball and a definite selection probably
will be made within the next week or
so. A special meeting of the green
committee was held last Friday to take
but nothing definite
was decided upon.

James E. McClenihan, chairman of
the green committee of the Washing-
ton Golf and Country Club, has been
confined to his home on account of se-
rious illness for the past ten days. His
friends will be gratified to learn that
he is now on the road to recovery and
expects to get out within the next
day or so.

It is expected that the Riding and
Hunt Club will make a definite decision
regarding the indoor tournament it is
planning and the announcement, with
rules governing play and other details,
will be made in these columns next
Sunday. There has been some slight
hitch In the arrangements, byt every-
thing probably will be straightened out
this week and the event annaunced.

Secretary John T. Harris of the Ban-
nockburn Golf Club probably is the
best bowler of that organization, and
he is “burning things up” in the For-
est Service and Agriculture Interbu-
reau leagues. He has an average well
over 90 in both leagues and seems to
be improving every day. e Is consid-
ering the organization of a Bannock-
burn bowling team and is now . scout-
ing for available material among the
club’s members. 1f a’ sufficiently strong
team can be gotten together, it is his
intention to arrange a series -of
matches with the other cluba.

Walter R. Tuckerman, the popular
Chevy Chase golfer, ia the oniy local
player who has ever shown up well In
a national championship event, and he
has done so twice. In 1903, at the
amateur championships at the Nassau
Country Club, Long Island, he just
missed the semi-finals by being, beat-
€n, 1 up, by E. M. Byers in the fourth
round; the latter going through to the
finals, where he lost out to the veteran
Walter J. Travis.. In 1910, at Brook-
line, Mass., Tuckerman did even bet-
ter, although he had a hard row to hoe.
In the fourth round he had to 0]
thirty-seven holea to bheat F. A. Mar-
tin of Ekwanok, and in the semi-finals
Jie was beaten by the same score in an
extra-hole match by W. K. Wood of
Homewood. g

The Bannockburn Golf Club has ap-
pointed M. Rodenbaugh and Herman
Stabler, two members of the club, who
are hydraulic engineers, to act ag a
special committee to Investigate water
conditions at the Cabin John bridge
course and to make recommendations
to the club as to the most suoitable
water system to be installed. The plan
will involve either electrical or steam
power for carry¥ing water from the
Etream to the highest point on the golf
course, whence it will be distributed by
ETavity to the various greens.

Those In. charge of the indoor course
of the Riding and Hunt Club of Wash-
ington had originally planned to obtain
the services of Professional George Sar-
gent of the Chevy Chase Club, and it
was expected that he would 'he on hand
every evening to glve lessons and to
take charge of the course. Because
of the fact that Sargent is leaving at
the end of this month, {t has been  decld-
ed that it would hardly pay for him to
take up the work and just get things
going about the time he had to leave.
A proposition was made to Jack Bur-
gees, who will suceeed Bargent and who
now is here getting acquaintéd with
the members of the Chevy Chase Club
and familiarizing himself with his new
position, but he prefers to confine all
his attention at this time to his work
at Chevy Chase. As the Riding and
Hunt Club is desirous of obtainipng the
services of a “pro,” It Is quite llkely
that the position will bes offered to
either Fred McLeod or Howard Beckett.

During the past week, Bam FPurvis,
professional at Bamnockburn, has been
busily engaged in plowing up and grad-
ing the No. 9 green. It is expected that
work on it will be. completed within
the next fortnight, when it will be
sowed and covered down for the re-
mainder of the winter.

The house committee of :the Wash-
ington Golf apd Country Club made a
“ten strike” recently when it decided
to add six or eight bedrooms to the
clubhouse. This action was taken in
response to a number of urgegnt. re-
quests from members who have for
some time past been trying to make
some arrangements whereby they could
live at the club during the summer
months.

The municipal golf course has been
used a great dezl this winter, and-the
office of puble bulldings and grounds
has been deluged with requests for ad-
ditional holes. Those who really want
& larger municipal course should direct
all of ‘their efforts toward getting-thelr
congressman to take an interest, as Col.
Harts has recommended an etghteen-
hole and a nine-hole course, but his
hands are tied unless Congress ap-
proves his recommendation and appro-
priates sufficient funds to carry the
project through..

The green committee of the Bannock-
burn Golf Club spent Saturday, accom-
panied by President Daniel I. ‘Hazard
and T. J. W. Brown, former chalrman
of the green committee, going over the
course and making estimates for operf-
ing up new holes. The club's principal
object, of course, is to make use of its
present mine holes this season, and-to
gradually add additional ones.-

TH
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RICKARD MAY CLEAR $20000
ON WILLARD-MORAN BATTLE

Prisesand Expenses Will Run Over $100,000
and He Will Have to Pack Garden
to Clear That Amount.

BY T. S. ANDREWS.

SKpecial Dispatch 1o The Star.

MILWAUKEE, February 12.—The
purse of $67.500 which Tex Rickard is
putting up for the Jess Willard-Frank
Moran ten-round contest in New
York, March 17, has started the boxing
fans gossiping from Maine to Califor-
nla. It Is an unheard-of price for a
ten-round mno-decision contest, and
there are many skeptical persons who
are of the belief that it will not do the
boxing game any good., Of course, it
remains to be seen, but one thing is
certain—it wiil put fancy figures into
the minds of fighters throughout the
country and make It a very hard mat-
ter for promoters to do business with
the champions and near champlons.

Ag to the fight itself. that can he
dwelt upon later on, but there is no

doubt that the men will go into it for
all they are worth, as they would not
care attempt to simply box through
ten rounds. It would ruin Willard as
a drawing card during his tour with
the wild west show and it would put
an end to Moran as a high-class heavy-
weight.

It is hard to flgure out where Mr.
Rickurd expects to make a great deal
of money out of the match. It may be
that the figures are stretched a bit,
but one thing is certain, Rickard is
fa:élng $40.000 to Willard and the other
7,600 is supposed to have been paid to
Willard and Jones as a bonus. Mr.
Rickard Is authority for the statement
that Moran is to get $20,000. He al-
ways has been a man of his weord in
the past and there Is no reason to
doubt him now. The rental of Madi-
son uare Garden for the show, it is
und#rstood, will be $7,500. The state
tax, basing the receipts on $100,000,
will amount to another $7,600. For a
venture of this kind, $10,000 for ex-
penses would be very small indeed, and
the chanceg are they will run closer
to $15,000. This would bring the total
up around 397,000, At the prices Mr.
Rickard 12 giving out—$5 to $26—Mad-
ison Hquare Garden would be taxed
around $135,000 total. Out of this
must come the complimentaries and it
is a certainty they will run beyond
$10,000. This will not leave such a big
margin for Mr. Rickard. considering
the chances he is taking. If everything
goes off smoothly it is almost cer-
tain that the placs will be sold out and
he stands to clear probably $20,000 to
$25,000. He is certainly a game fel-
low and even though a great many
think he {8 making a mistake In going
into such & fabulous sum for the fight-
ers, still they wish him every duccess
and trust that he will come out on top
with the limit of profit.

Reports from Duluth and Superior in
the north, state that the promoters
there are not satisfied with the work
of Jack Dilllon in his contest with
Billy Miske of St. Paul recently. The
cause of dissatisfaction is the fact that
Dillon, after being held to a draw by
Miske at Superior, went to New York
and knocked out Tom Cowler in two
rounds, Cowler was considered one of
the real white hopes in the heavy-
weight division and his quick knock-
out by Dillon proved that the Hoosier
champion evidently had a lot up hie
sleeve that he did not dellver at
Superior; at least that was the impres-
slon which the promoters up there had
after his New York experience.

The fact is that when Dillon was in
Milwaukee, en. route to Superior, ha

was suffering from grip and openly

stated that he was not in the best
of shape and would much have pre-
ferred to cancel the bout with Miske
at Superior. However, ne went through
with his eontract and was passed by
the club’s phyasician.

It does not seem fair to Miske to

try to take away all the credit for his:

good showing by stating that Dillon
did not put up as good a contest as he
could have done. Dillon is neot that
kind of a fighter. 1t matters little who
he is meeting—he always goes in to
do the very best he can, and no doubt
he did the same thing at Superior.
Miske has grown into a full-fledged
light heavyweight and Is not easy pick-
ing for any of them. The fans seemed
very well satisfied with the fight at
Superior and made no complaint what-
ever, the kick coming aftér Dillon had
scored his knockout of big Cowler at
New York. It seems that Dillon al-
ways makes a better showing against
big men than he does against boxers
of hia own weight and size. Jack has
said many times that he would much
prefer to meet bigger men than men
of his own weight, as the little ones
seem to be a hoodoo to him.

It might be well to add at this time
that every effort is being made to
bring about a match between Dillon
and Mike ({bbons, the St. Paul phan-
ton, for the middleweight champion-
ship of America. Al McCoy of Brooklyn
has laid claim to the title, but there
are few who recognize it, and & match
between Dillon and Gibbons would
really be considered the proper solution
of the middlewelght question in this
country. Dillon has sald that If the
purse is big enough he will make 153
pounds for Gibbons, but Michael is
evidently shy about going into a
twenty-round contest and there seems
little chance of bringing it about at
the present time, although he is not
averse to mixing in a ten-round heut.
Several clubse are after the match, but
it looks .8 though the St. Paul club has
Gibbons tied up to a contract for the
season of 1916, and if a match I= mpde
it will have to take place in the saint-
1y city.

Boxing news from across the big
pond has been rather scarce of late
and Jittle has been chronicied of the
doings in the roped arena over there.
A letter received from Col. Dyer, Lon-
don coryespondent, gives some Infor-
mation as to how things are proceed-
ing on that side. In his letter he saya:

“Owing to the close censorship, not
a great deal of news has been sent out
to the states, even regarding boxing
matches, etc. During the past year
we have had more boxing in England
than at any time previous, including
the big boom just before the war.
There is not one town where the game
has not flourished. The soldiers are in
the main responslble for the great in-
crease in the number of shows. Al-
though prize money is not very great,
the sport is doing the boys good.
Tournaments are being held in all
parts, many of which have been or-
ganized for charitable work.”

“The London Natlonal -Sperting Club
is running regular shows ‘every Mon-
day, and Dick Bergh, the former light-
weight champion, i8 staging shows
twice and sometimes four times a week.
Jimmy Wilde, the bantamweight mar-
vel, is matched with Young Symonds,
who scored a sensational} vietory over
Taney Lee for the. fiywelght title a
few months ago. Wilde had previgusly
beaten Symonds in & twenty-round con-
test, and though he will be giving away
nearly fourteen -pounds in weight, 1
think . he.‘will bsat:him again. Dick
Bergh has matched Bombardier -Wells

ETS:
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and Dick Smith again for a big show
February 21, The last time they met
Wells won by a knockout in nine
rounds, when Smith appeared to be
winning. Pat O'Keefe, the present mid-
dleweight champion. is to box Jim
Sullivan, the ex-title holder, in a
twenty-round bout. There are numer-
ous shows being held at the old Bull
and Bush training camp, where Ray
Bronson, Eddie McGoorty and Jimmy
labby trained when they were here.
Many of the boxers are from the ranks
of the soldiers, and that accounts for
the numerous shows.

“Sports of other kinds are practically
dead here. There really are no big
bouts just now, but it will not take
long to arrange them once the war
ends. The boxing fans here have been
agreeably surprised over the excellent
work of Kid Lewis in America and they
also have been looking for the returm
of Freddy Welsh and Matt Wells to
appear at the Natlonal Sporting Club.
Welsh was supposed to return to de-
fend his title, but nothing has been
heard of it lately. The victory of Mike
Gibbons over Young Ahearn created a
great deal of surprise here in sport-
ing circles, as Ahearn was looked upon
as ¢'ne of the greatest middleweights in
the world.”

Kid Williams, the bantamweight
champlon, had a close call with his
title at New Orleans this week when
he bumped into a youth named Pete
Herman, a native of the Crescent city.
They fought twenty rounds and a draw
decislon was the verdict of Billy Rocap,
referee. Whenever a contest of that
kind goes the limit and is at all close
there always is plenty of kicking over
the deelsion. It Is impossible to please
all parties. Mr. Rocap has been known
as a wvery conscientious writer and
arbiter, and he no doubt gave the
verdict as he saw the fight. According
to the wvarlous reports, the boys put
up a terrific contest at times and the
fortunes of battle swaved from one
t0o the other. Both managers claimed
the verdict, as is natural, and the fans
who were betting on either man would
no doubt see it that way. Remy Dorr,
manager of the challenger, Herman,
claimed that his boy won decisively;
while Sam Harris, manager of Wil-
liams, thought his boy had the shade.
All in all, it seems that Referee Rocap
used gqmi judgment in calling it a
draw. "It will mean another great bat-
tle for the Crescent .city and a big
house for the club promoting it. The
fact remains, however, that Williams
is not-the wonderful little fighting ma-
c¢hine he was three years ago. He is
beginning to slip. and he will have fo
be careful about his condition or he
will be taking the count the same
as other championsa ahead of him. It
is usually a question of time only.

According to Billv Rocap. the Phila-
delphia referee, Freddy Welsh., the
lightweight champion. cannot make
the limit of 135 pounds any more and
that is one reason why he is avoiding
championship matches at the weight.
Billy names what he considers six log-
ical contenders for the title—Benny
Leonard, Charlie White. Richie Mitch-
ell, Joe Hing, Jimmy Murphy of
Philadelphia and Eddie McAndrews of
the same city. It is stated that the
redt of the lighiweights with cham-
pionship aspirations cannot make the
welght and therefore should not be
considered. The boys mentioned are
all legitimate lightweights and it
might be well to nair them off, east
against weat, for a tourney, the win-
ner to be selected for a title match.
Leonard, Murphy and McAndrews
would find White, Mitchell and Welling
a tough bunch to beat. Tt would be
an interesting tourney, however. and
would ‘do much to clear the American
title controversy. It is not certain.
however, that Weleh cannot make the
weight. Of course, Freddy will stick
to the 135-pound proposition, which he
can make without a doubt, and that
wiil protect him. Willle Ritchie is to
blame for jumping the weight from
133 pounds to 135, and now the Ameri-
can Boxing Assoclation has recom-
mended that the scale be set at 135
at 3 o'clock weighing. One thing the
fans would like to insist upon is a
battle over the marathon route between
Welsh and a legitimate thallenger for
the title. It is certainly time that the
champion defended the title or gave
way to some one who will

Johnny Kilbane, the feathe ight
champion, and hie manager, r}ﬁnﬁny
Dunn, are not making themselves ny
more popular with the boxing fans in the
country frying to get out of the
match with George Chaney at Baltimore
March 17. This contest was aupposed to
have been arranged over the fifteen-round
route to a decision and for the title.
Kilbane was to receive $5,500 for his end
with a privilege of 40 per cent of the
gruss recelpts, no matter whether he won
or lost. t séems that Al Herford, a
farmer manager -of boxers and promoter
in Baltimofe. came to tke front with an
offer of $19.000 for the match, and this
has stirred np a great deal af trouble.

In connection with this contest I might
state that.I have just received the fol-!
lowing wire rom: Sammy Harris, dated
New Orleans: “Kindly permit nie to give
rou a few facts. concerning the Chaney-
Kilbane match. ‘To my knowledge Jim-
my Dunn has not 'asked for a postpone-
ment of the contest. Dunn refuses to go
through with the fight March 17 unless
Chaney mests Kilbane In a six-roond
bout in Philadelphia first, the time fixed
in the articles, with each manager to post
§1.000 with Billy Rocap for weight and
appearance February 17. Henry Bletzer
has the matter in charge.” Mr. Bletzer
has given out a statement in which he
says the malch was made in all sincerity,
and that the club agreed to pay Kilbane
$5,500, which was considered a very large
suni at that time., The club is willing to
live up to all ils agreements. but it seems
that Messrs. Dunn and Kilkane are try-
ing to get oul of it in order to grab off a
few migre thousand In Philadelphia in the
meantime, using Chaney as the goat.
By compelling Chaney te do 122 pounds
ringaide in Philadelphia for six rounds

would be able to get a fine line on
bim as to what he could do in a fifteen~

‘round .contest. If Chaney: to show Guj'vmo_n !
'532 the' 2ix rountds-they ‘would t.l::: ‘period; next he:appears'w

go ahead with the fifteen-round bout or
call it off, as they pleased. It does not
look right, after making a title match for
fifteen rounds to try and force Chaney
into a six-round contest.

There is no reason why Messra. Kil-
bane and Dunn should object to the club
running the show now, as they knew who
wasa behind it when they first made the {
match. As to the referee, Billy Rocap, he
was their own selecion, and it is cerfain
that they could not raise a finger against
Mr. Rocap's honesty in the ring. Johnny
Kilbane would have done much better to
have gone through with the match as
originally arranged, even though he
would not have pocketed a lot of money
by doing so. It would have shown that
Kilbane was a sportsman first and all
the gime.

If Kilbane refuses tv go through with
the match Chaney will have a splendid
claim to the titie by forfeit. It is to be
regretted that Kilbane should take such
a course, for the fans always have held
him in high esteem as champion, even
though they have rriticised him from
time to time for his actions in the ring.

Considerable comment has been go-
ing the rounds of the press lately re-
garding the wonderful boxing stunts
of the Kentucky Rosebud, known in
private life as Walter Edgerton, a
clever colored boxer, who is supposed
to be sixty-five vears of age. In a
fight a few weeks ago in Philadelphia,
against John Lester Johnson, another
colored boxer (aged forty-three years)
the Rosebud knocked him cold in three
rounds. The colored wonder is not
sixty-five years of age, as given out,
otherwise he must have been around
the forty-five-year mark when he was
supposed to be in his prime and fight-
ing against such beys as the late
George Dixon, bantamweight cham-
plon, Young Griffo, Seolly Smith, Joe
Gans and others. It was from 1891 to
about 1896 that the Rosebud was at
his best and reports of the fights those
days would indicate that he was then
about twenty to twenty-two years of
age. That would bring him near to
the forty-five-vear mark mow, possibly
forty-six or forty-seven, but not sixty-
five as stated.- :

Another colored fighter just as re-
markable, and even more so, is Dixie
Kid, still fighting in England, and who
is around the fifty-year mark. Dixie,
however, has led a pretty speedy pace
and it is all the more wonder that he
is still able to put up fifteen or twenty
round battles against boxers of youth
and strength. Bob Fitzsimmons was
an exception to the rule as regards
age of fightefs, for Bob was fighting at
his hest when he was near the thirty-
five-vear mark, a time when most of
the fighters of today are either down
and out or very much passe. The trou-
ble with fighters nowadays is that they
start too young instead of waiting un-
til musclgs and fleesh are more set,
when they can stand the strain much
beiter, the result being that they begin
to go back at a time when they should
be in their prime. £

Inquisitive Fans.

Sporting Editer Star:

I have never seen the record of Ben-
ny Kauff with the New York Yankees,
though you say he did not last long
enough to get in the averages. Can
you say just how many games he
played in and what he did? O. F

Kauff played in flve games with the
Yankees in the spring of 1912. In only
two of these did he play the full game
through. Here is his record: On April
20 he was sent to bat once and failed
to get a hit; on April 26 he played
center and right fleld for the full
game. went to bat five times and got
two hits, but did. not accept a chance
in the outfleld; on April 26 he was in
both games of a dbuble-header, going
to bat three times in the first game,
getting ome hit and: accomplishing the
catch of one fly ball in center fleld, and
in the second game he went to bat
twice, did not get a hit, but managed
to catch three flles; on May 2 he got in
the game as a runner for Manager
Wolverton after the latter as a pinch
hitter had reached first, hut the famous
Benny never got around to the plate.
That completes his record with the
Yankees.

Sporting Editor Star:

If George Stallings Is signed to a
contract for $20,000 a year, what sal-
ary does John McGraw draw as man-
ager of the Giants? Please glve us the
true figures on both Stallings and
McGraw. 8 0. C.

We cannot give you the *“true fig-
ures.” We are as much in doubt about
the =alarles that McGraw and Stall-
ings draw as you are. The report has
the Boston manager signing for $20,000
and other report has McGraw drawing
$30,000 a year., FProbably both figures
are exaggerated, the magnates having
an idea, seemingly, that it.boosts the
game to lie in such cases. -

Sporting Editor Star: -

State whetheér or not Clarénce Owens
has been signed to umpire in the
American League. WILLIAMS,

‘We have It on good authority that
Owens has been signed to-an American
League contract, in spite. of statements
that have been made to the contrary.

Sporting Editor Star:

Give full names and records of C. A,
Roberts of Newark Feds and T, E.
Roberts of Pittsburgh Feds in 1914.

W. M. R.

Chester A. Roberts (Skipper) hails
originally from Idaho and began play-
ing ball in the northwest; recorded
with Spokane in 1908 and next record
has him with Helena and Missoula in
1911: with Missoula In 1912 and 1913
until purchased late in 1813 by B8t
Louis Nationals: failed to make good,
and was released to Oakland, but
jumped to Federals, where he had more
or less trouble holding on. Two Thom-
as [, Roberts appedr .in our record,
and they may be of the same player,
though one is classed a pifcher and one
as a catcher. One was with Canton,
Ohio, -in 1912, for awhile, then -with

next year for a brief
T ith"the ‘Pitts-

| Chajes.

CHAVES WIS GANE .
FROM CAPABLANCA

American Player Takes One
Victory From Cuban in Rice
Tourney Final.

GEORGETOWN CHESS CLUB
CAPTURES CLOSE MATCH

Defeats Team From Bureau of Ani-
mal Industry by Four
to Three.

The final stage of the Rice memorial
tournamenti, finished Friday cvening »t
the Cafe Boulevard, New York, fur-
nished all the thrills that the mo=t
rabid chess fan could desire, including
a defeat for the great and only Capa-
blanca by the American master, Oscar
Chajes, who was admitted to
the final rounds by the other contest-
ants because he had lost to Schroeder
in a drawn pogition under the misap-
prehension that he needed a win fto
qualify, by a splendid rally fought his
way to third place. hall a point behind
Janowski, with the best score made in
the finals, 21z to 1'=. apablanca andd

Janowski broke even with scores of
2:to 2.
With the passing of this splendid

event into history is recorded the fore-
most and perhaps the only master
chess tournament of the year 1916, as
there seems little likellhood that the
proposed Havana tournament will ma-
terialize and the game is necessarily
dead in Europe.

Two local events of more than pass-
ing interest were held during the qast
week. The Georgetown Chess Club
scored a well earned victory over a
team from the bureau of animal indus-
try by the count of 4 to 3. Mr. Yeagle
delivered an interesting lecture on the
openings to the Y. M. C. A, chess en-
thusiasts.

Mr. Fox. the local master, whose
work was a feature of the recent Rice
tournament, has returned from XNew
York and will shortly entertain the
members of the Washington Chess and
Whist Club with storles and snecdote
of this event and analyses of some of
the most brilliant games played.

Following i= the position after hlack’s
sixteenth mowve In the Janowski-Chuijes
game. It is generally thought that the
French champion will be awarded the
first brilllancy prize for his clever con-
duct of this game. The score follows:

BLACK—CHAJES,

WHITE—JANOWSKIL.
QUEEN'S GAMBIT DECLINED.
Janowski. Chajen, Japowskl., Chajen.

Casties
Q—ht3

R4
26 Q—RTeh Resigns

Other games from the final stage of
the Rice tournament:

BOAED X0, 1-FRENCH DEFENSE.

Chajes, Capablanca. § Chajes. Capablanes.
White, B White, Black,
1 P—k4 2% Kt—Bach Pxkt
2P 29 QxQ QIE—KKS
8 Ki—QB3 30 P—R13 'R—Ilﬂ
4 B—RI5 MR—Q KKt
s i S
2 ; B T—
7 PxB ) gxli‘ k‘“
8 Kid 5 Q—Ki p— e
] %:Il a6 F—Hh4 nN—n
101 3T Q—Ki12 Ki-—H3
11 Ki—K2 I L—K4  E—ik
12 Castles QK53 Rk
18 Bxkt 4 h—B2 B3
14 QR 41 Q—hitd RE—Kirh
B R 42 h—K Kt—2
18 P—h4 3 Q8 Bl
17 B—K3 4 P—ht4  PxI*
13 }!——B: 15 K—-I&‘&'ﬂ E—t?ﬂ:i
L—Q i K—Q2 -
2 Kt—Q4 ATP—1%  N—R2
21 B—K13 48 Q—RKéich K—H
o2 P—EKRd B—K3 R—BZ
= —RH B—Hbch K—Rkt
24 H—R3 — 4 B—KI7 P—hi6
25 PxPe Kixe(Bd) K—h2 P—hay
26 PxPc Rx¥ h—n2 hi—B
27 Exl'eh Kxlt Adjourned
BOALD NO. ‘_‘—QFEEN'B PAWN OPEXNING,
Ksotir, Kupehik hwotic. Rupehik,
White, Black. White. Iitack.
Kt—hB3 |33 h—B2 P—hid
AR N QRELQz |3 A Poeu
—K15 it = 3 - —hi
4 P—K3 —RJd 340 Kt— H
L QR1—Q2 P—K4
] —h
T Casties  Castles
8 P— K
D Q—B2 P—hR3
10 Li—hd Ki—R4
11 BxB B
12EKR—-K Kt—B3
13 P—K4 Kit—R4
14 '—KEKt3 Ki—B
18 Rt (B)—Q3 BoKis
b 2 B—Kt
17 R—K3 Ki—K3
18 I'JPB Pﬁll
s 2
- t—]
2 RR—K 3—@5
28 Ux i
24 ht—K3 HxKkt
Biito Kt
b =
27 BxR RxH
2R R BxRch
20 Kix Kr—-K3
B0 B—R12 Kt—I%
81 I'-KB3 —B
& b—B K—R2
PICKING UP YOUNGSTERS.

Manager Welchonce Grabs Several
Pittsburgh Semi-Pro Boys.

PITTSBURGH. February 12.— Harry
Wadlchonce, as manager of the Dullas
Texas League team, .plans to introduce
a number of youngsters picked up
from semi-pro teams around Pitts-
burgh. They include Pitcher Shipe and
Outfielder Red Josefson of the Green-
ville club, Mackey of Pittsburgh and
Jack Adame of Homestead, who played
at St. Mary's: Catcher McDonough of
Pittsburgh, who was with BRidgwny.
and Hagan, also of that eclub: John
Trainer of Indiana, who played for
Dubois, and Tracey of Pittsburgh, who
was with the Brookville club. Pitcher
Snipe Conley, who was farmed to John-
sonburg by the Baltimore Feds, has
also been signed. =

burgh Feds in 1914 long enough to get
a cup of coffee: then he is found in the
Canadian League, where seems to
have played at the end of tfle 1914 sea-
son and in 1915. The only notation of
the other Roberts is a trial with the
Brookleds in 1915.

orting Editor Star:
f11 you kindly inform me in next

Sunday's pink sheet where Pete Kins-

ely is wintering this year?

he played with the Chicagoe Nationals.
R, L. M

Last year

Have no line on Kinsely's where-
Chicago

abouts. Buggest you write
National League

club,




